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The Retreat: A Creative Social Justice Workshop was held at the Watts Towers Arts 
Center Campus on Sunday, July 30, 2017. The event was hosted collaboratively 
with Break the Chains, a social justice student organization at CDU and the 
Division of Student Affairs. The concept of The Retreat is rooted in social justice 
by providing students with the opportunity to analyze, regroup and refocus by 
renewing intentions all within a creative capacity. Moreover, the objective of 
the event was to educate and empower students through exploration of their 
own narratives while becoming agents of change in underserved communities. 
Through artists’ teach-ins, art therapy and extensive experiential learning 
situations, students acquired new information around social justice issues and 
became equipped to integrate their new knowledge into the lives of themselves 
and others to expand the CDU mission.  

The robust agenda included Wuji Standing Meditation, Introduction to Arts and 
Activism, Reflection Movement, Creative Empowerment, Spoken Word Session, 
Renewing Intentions and a Tour of the Watts Towers Arts Center campus. Artists 
featured Actress and Activist Rosie Lee Hooks, Spoken Word Artist Kito Fortune, 
Motion Designer Phoenix Owens, Personal Development Coach Dr. Diana Rivera, 
and Interdisciplinary Artist Dakota McMahand. Approximately 20 students and 
staff were in attendance. This experience was made possible and fully funded 
through the CDU Annual Mission Maker Campaign.           

The Retreat: A Creative Social Justice 
Workshop
Hosted Collaboratively by Break the Chains and Division of Student Affairs  

Mighty Lions, in the words of Kellie 
Elmore, “some of the best memories 
are made in flip flops.” I trust that 
each of you have enjoyed the 
splendor of summer while studying 
this semester. As this semester comes 
to a close, I’d like to invite you to 
reflect upon some of the events that 
have taken place around the CDU 
campus. 

In this newsletter, we would like to 
draw special attention to The Retreat: 
A Creative Social Justice Workshop, 
SON White Coat Ceremony and the 
launch of our new section “Someone 
You Should Know”. 

As always, if you have celebrations to 
share, please submit selections to the 
Division of Student Affairs. Cheers!

-Dr. Jinny Oh, Dean of Student Affairs
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Sunday, July 30, 2017 at the Watts Towers Arts Center Campus 
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 Provost Corner
Steve O. Michael, PhD.

I write to thank you for your leadership 
and contributions to the success of 
the first CDU Science Day, which took 
place on Saturday, July 22, 2017.  We 
had 97 college students from across the 
nation and 21 high school students from 
Los Angeles in attendance.  President 
Carlisle welcomed participants with a 
motivational speech to set the tone for 
the day. 

Participants engaged in science/health 
related activities including dissection, 
suturing, anatomage and CPR.  The 
written feedback from participants was 
overwhelmingly positive about their 
experiences.  Personally, I would like to 
thank the President Scholars Planning 
Committee, the Pipeline and School 
Partnership Programs, Enrollment 
Management Services, volunteers, and 
supporters for a remarkable, exciting, fun, 
and successful Science Day.  

We will continue to build on our 
successes to expand the CDU Science 
Day.  Go Mighty Lions—Dream, Believe, 
and Achieve!

Steve O. Michael, PhD
CDU Proud Provost
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University Traditions Recap

Oath & Honors
Each college at Charles R. Drew University celebrates the achievements of its graduating Mighty Lions by hosting its annual Oath 
& Honors events. Faculty, staff, families and friends join the event as graduates of Associates of Science, Bachelors of Science, 
and Master’s Degree Programs received awards and recognition for academic achievement, clinical excellence, leadership and 
service. The College of Science and Health held there event on June 2, 2017. Associate Professor Artaza wishes the Class of 
2017 Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences students great success!  The picture above was taken during the Oath & Honors 
graduation ceremony that took place on June 2nd, 2017 at The Reef in Long Beach and features students and faculty from the 
program.

July 13, 2017 marks another auspicious occasion in CDU’s narrative as a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) was signed with Los Angeles Southwest College. This 
MOU signing is in stride with the university’s objective to both grow the student 
population by 2020 and provide excellent health care education in the South Los 
Angeles region. Special guest speakers included LASC Interim President Dr. Denise 
Noldon, LACCD chancellor Dr. Francisco Rodriguez, as well as CDUSG President 
Shenita Anderson and SON & LASC Alum Ashley Swartz. The event concluded with 
the official MOU signing. It was well-attended by various members of the CDU and 
Los Angeles Community College District communities.  

MOU Signing with 
Los Angeles Southwest College 
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SON White Coat Ceremony

LA County Health Agency Announces Results from Exide 
Community Outreach

CDU/Mervyn M. Dymally School of Nursing participated with Supervisor Hilda L. Solis and the Los Angeles 
County Health Agency on Saturday, June 10, 2017. This was an unprecedented door-to-door Exide community 
outreach event which our Entry Level Masters students participated in Maywood and Huntington Park areas.  
The objective of the event was to conduct health surveys, while providing health information to residents. This 
provided students experiences in community outreach and a great networking opportunity with employees 
of multiple departments within the Los Angeles County Health Agency. 

Historically, the white coat is placed on a student’s shoulders by individuals 
who have faith in the students’ ability to execute the tradition within the 
health care field. Moreover, the ceremony is seen as a rite of passage. 
CDU Mervyn M. Dymally School of Nursing celebrated its Summer White 
Coat Ceremony on Tuesday, July 25, 2017 in the Keck Lecture Hall. Over 
55 students participated in the tradition: 47 - Family Nurse Practitioner 
Masters and 12 - RN to BSN students. The highlight of the event was the 
presentation of the coats as it solidifies the CDU mission and values which 
students should reflect as future health care professionals. 
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Let’s keep in touch!

Visit our website for more information
www.cdrewu.edu/students

Editors: Jinny Oh and Dakota McMahand

Division of Student Affairs
Charles R. Drew University of 
Medicine and Science

phone: (323) 563-3343
email: studentaffairs@cdrewu.edu

How and why did you decide to become a librarian?

I did my undergraduate studies in biology as I was very 
enthralled with the research aspect of the field. Moving into 
librarianship was a fluid segue so I decided to pursue a masters 
in library science. My aunt was very instrumental in this 
decision as she was a librarian and encouraged me to enter the 
field.   

What do you enjoy most about your job? 

What brings the most joy to me is being able to help guide and 
support students in finding creditable sources of information 
and providing a safe, neutral space for students to learn. I view 
each student that enters these door as a blank canvas—over 
time they will continue to add colors to their canvas and 
conceptualize new ideas. 

Do you have any hobbies? 

I enjoy reading mystery books, spending time with family and 
attending church.

Do you have any words of wisdom? 

Believe in yourself. Seek out others who can help you either 
achieve the dream or conceptualize the dream. It’s okay if the 
dream changes over time as long as it’s your dream. It’s okay to 
change your path, just always remain on a positive path. 

For more information about the university library, please visit 
library.cdrewu.edu

Darlene Parker-Kelly,
Director of Health Sciences 
Library/LRC

Meet the Team

Kortnee Burrell, 
New Academic Resource Center Manager

Ms. Kortnee Burrell, M.Ed., joined the Division of Student Affairs in July 2017 
as the new Academic Resource Center Manager (ARCM).  Kortnee earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in English from California State University, Long Beach (CSULB). 
She received a Master of Education in Postsecondary Administration and 
Student Affairs from the University of Southern California (USC).  

Prior to joining CDU, Ms. Burrell worked as a Retention Specialist at California 
State University, Fullerton (CSUF) for the College of Engineering and Computer 
Science (ECS). In her previous role working as a Retention Specialist, Kortnee 
provided academic advising to freshmen and sophomores.  While working 
as a Retention Specialist, she coordinated and directed programs targeting 
underrepresented college students.  She has increased the retention rate by 86% 
for the college.

Kortnee’s additional professional experience includes working as a Student 
Affairs Coordinator for the Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering 
(ISE) at USC.  During her time working at ISE, Kortnee provided general advising 
to undergraduates and graduate students.  She also worked as a Graduate 
Learning Assistant providing learning assistance to “at-risk” student athletes at 
USC.  Aside from her skills in academic advising, she is knowledgeable in career 
advising and designing and evaluating assessments.  

In her new role, Kortnee will support students through academic enrichment 
programs, individual advising sessions, and career development initiatives. The 
ARCM will function as an educator and learning professional on campus, and 
as a manger of academic support services including learning skills workshops, 
retention initiatives, counseling services, and writing lab programming. 

During her free time, she enjoys horseback riding, visiting museums, sea 
kayaking, and reading fiction novels.  Kortnee is currently pursuing the 
Doctorate of Education in Educational Leadership Program at CSULB. 

For more information on student support services offered, please contact the 
Division of Student Affairs at www.cdrewu.edu/students  

 

Someone You Should Know
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